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Idaho State Police 

Forensic Services 

Toxicology Discipline 

 

Request for Departure from an Analytical Method  

 

Date of Request    
12/14/16 
 

 

Analytical Method 

AM 25 multidrug screen 

 

Deviation 

4.3.1.5 Retention time criterion for peak identification is a ±2% retention time 
window relative to the internal control and/or internal standards around the 
analytes retention time. 
 
At the analysts discretion when the analyte peak falls outside the retention time 
window and the internal standard also shifts comparably that sample may be 
evaluated as positive if the other criteria are met. 
 
4.3.1.6 Case Samples, external controls and negative controls will generally be 
considered negative if the primary transition response is less than 10 times less that 
of the internal control. 
 
Samples between 5 and 10 times less response may be evaluated as negative at the 
analyst’s discretion. 
 
If the primary transition response for methamphetamine is less than the internal 
control it may be evaluated as negative.  The administrative threshold is currently 
10 ng/ml for methamphetamine.   
 

 

Discipline Leader Review 

 

 Departure approved 

  Comments: These are minor deviations, this deviation approval will be in effect until the 

method is updated to include these criteria. 

 

 

 

 Departure Not Approved 

   Comments:       

 



 

 

 

 Date: 12/14/16 

Celena Shrum 

Toxicology Program Discipline Leader 




